OCTOBER 2011 IssuE 3

DEFENSIVE DRIVING 101:

PROTECTING YOURSELF FROM THE
UNINSURED OR UNDERINSURED DRIVER
By Christine s. Lezinski, Esq.

Many of us routinely practice “defensive driving” to protect ourselves from other drivers
on the road: creating adequate space between your vehicle and those around you; letting
tailgaters pass you; slowing down in rain or snow; looking far down the road to recognize
and avoid potential hazards; or pausing and looking “left-right-left” after the light
turns green to make sure another driver is not “running a red.”
When it comes to insurance, however, few people are aware of the most important
“defensive driving” tip: protecting yourself from the uninsured or underinsured driver.

Christine S. Lezinski, Esq.

All vehicle owners in Pennsylvania are required to purchase “liability” insurance, with
a minimum amount of $15,000.00. If you are involved in an accident that is your fault
(or the fault of someone you allowed to drive your vehicle), liability insurance will
cover the losses and damages suffered by the other person who was injured in the accident.

What if you are in an accident with another driver that is not your fault? In that situation, you will first
look to the other driver’s “liability” insurance to cover your losses and damages. However, you have
absolutely no control over whether the other driver who caused you harm followed the law and purchased
any liability insurance coverage, or how much. If the other driver did not have auto insurance at all, or
has a “minimum” liability policy of $15,000.00, who will be responsible for your losses and damages, as
well as those of your family members or others were in your vehicle at the time of the accident?
That is where uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage comes in. uninsured and underinsured motorist
coverage is something you purchase on your own policy to protect you and your loved ones from other,
irresponsible drivers who cause you harm.
uninsured motorist coverage protects you and members of your family who live with you from other
drivers who do not have any insurance. underinsured motorist coverage protects you and your family
from other drivers who do not have enough insurance.
uninsured and underinsured motorist coverage is optional. What this means is that when you purchase
your car insurance, your insurance company or agent will ask you whether you want to “reject” uninsured or
underinsured coverage by signing a written form called ‘REJECTION OF uNINsuRED MOTORIsT PROTECTION”
or “REJECTION OF uNDERINsuRED MOTORIsT PROTECTION.”
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Or your may be asked whether you want to sign a form stating that you chose “reduced” limits for your
uninsured or underinsured motorist coverage that is lower than the amount of the “liability” insurance
amount you purchased under the policy. For example, if you purchased $100,000.00 in liability coverage,
you can purchase up to $100,000.00 in uninsured and underinsured coverage. You will be given the option
to either reject uninsured and underinsured coverage entirely, or choose a lower amount, for example,
$15,000.00.
Your agent or insurance company, however, may not explain to you the importance of having uninsured
or underinsured coverage, other than telling you that having this type of coverage will cost you more
money on your premiums. As a result, many vehicle owners sign the form “rejecting” uninsured or underinsured coverage, or a reduced amount. If you do so, this means that you are leaving yourself -- and the
members of your family that live with you – at risk that all of your losses and damages may not be covered
if you are the unfortunate victim of an accident caused by another driver.
For example, let’s say you and your family are on your way to summer vacation, when you are rear-ended
by a driver who has only $15,000.00 in liability coverage, causing serious injuries to everyone in the
vehicle – you, your spouse and your children. You suffer a badly broken leg and a herniated disc in your
back, both requiring surgery and a prolonged period of recovery. Your spouse has head and facial injuries,
and will have permanent scarring and disfigurement. Two of your children were hospitalized with serious
traumatic injuries. You and your spouse are both unable to work. You don’t know how you will continue to
pay your mortgage, heating bill, car payment, groceries, and mounting medical bills that are not covered
by your other insurance.
In this situation, if you signed a “rejection” form for underinsured motorist coverage, after you receive
the $15,000.00 from the other driver’s insurance company, you will not be able to recover from your own
insurance policy for the remainder of your losses and damages. If you chose underinsured motorist coverage,
however, you will be able to turn to your own insurance policy to recover damages up to the limit of
underinsured coverage you purchased.
While uninsured and/or underinsured motorist coverage will cost an additional premium, this type of coverage
is relatively inexpensive -- and perhaps the single most important coverage you can purchase under your
own auto insurance policy as part of an overall “defensive driving” plan.
You have no control over the amount of insurance another driver has who may cause you harm. But you
do have control over purchasing the type of coverage that is designed to protect you, your family and
others in your vehicle from other negligent drivers that do not carry any, or enough, insurance of their
own: uninsured and underinsured coverage.
so just say “NO” when your agent or insurance company asks you if you want to “reject” uninsured or
underinsured coverage. Always choose uninsured and underinsured coverage.
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Lenahan & Dempsey Opens

New Tunkhannock Office
Almost from the day the firm was formed in 1948, Lenahan & Dempsey has represented
local families throughout the Endless Mountains. Now, to better serve the Endless
Mountains client base and to expand service there, the firm has opened a new office
at 34 East Tioga street in Tunkhannock.
“The Tunkhannock office is a natural expansion for us,” said John R. Lenahan, Jr. of
Lenahan & Dempsey. “We have always had a great relationship with the community.
This office shows our strengthened commitment to the region.”

Attorney Thomas R. Daniels

The new office will be lead by Attorney Thomas R. Daniels, a local Tunkhannock area
resident. “I’m very excited to have this opportunity to open this office and be supported
by all of the resources of a firm such as Lenahan & Dempsey,” said Daniels. “I’m looking
forward to putting those resources to work for my friends and neighbors.”

Lenahan & Dempsey recently settled a case involving a seriously injured Wyoming County man that will
result in a minimum payment of $2.5 million and could rise to $3.36 million. The structured settlement
negotiated by Attorney Timothy Lenahan came after the injured man’s insurance company offered the
victim less than $10,000 to settle the case.
The Tunkhannock office will handle all forms of personal injury cases including vehicle accidents and bad
faith insurance claims for residents of Wyoming, susquehanna and Bradford counties. In addition, the office
will also offer a broad base of legal services such as residential and commercial real estate matters including
gas lease issues, commercial litigation, creditor’s rights, business law, wills, estate planning and more.
The new Tunkhannock office can be reached by calling either 836-2115 or 1-888-LENAHAN (536-2426).
You can reach Thomas Daniels by contacting him at trd@lenahandempsey.com.
The new Tunkhannock office joins other Lenahan & Dempsey offices located in scranton (Main Office),
Wilkes-Barre, stroudsburg and Berwick. To better serve clients, the Firm also offers in-home and hospital visits.
Lenahan & Dempsey is one of the largest personal injury firms practicing in Northeastern and Central
Pennsylvania. Many of the Lenahan & Dempsey lawyers have achieved high honors, such as being listed in
Best Lawyers in America, Pennsylvania super Lawyers, Certification by the National Board of Trial Advocacy
as Civil Trial specialists and The Bar Register of Preeminent Lawyers. selection criteria on these and other
honors achieved by the firm can be found at www.LenahanDempsey.com.
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Lenahan & Dempsey

Flashing Backpack Buddies Now Available
At Lenahan & Dempsey, we want to make sure our school age children
are safe, and with school back in session and the clocks about to
change, that means some children may be walking to the school bus
in the morning in the dark. To help make these children more visible to
drivers, Lenahan & Dempsey will be distributing free Flashing
Backpack Buddies to regional schools.
“The Backpack Buddy simply clips on to a student’s backpack. A simple
on/off switch activates a flashing red light that can help a driver better
see a student walking to the school bus on a dark or foggy morning,”
said Attorney Timothy Lenahan. “It’s a simple method to help insure
the safety of our children.”
Lenahan & Dempsey will distribute Backpack Buddies through
Parent/Teacher organizations as well as in conjunction with local
police and fire departments. Backpack Buddies will be distributed,
free of charge while supplies last, throughout the Lenahan & Dempsey
practice area which includes all of Northeastern and Central Pennsylvania.
If your school organization would like to receive free Lenahan &
Dempsey Backpack Buddies, contact us at 1-888-LENAHAN (536-2426)
and ask for sean Dempsey. Hurry, supplies are limited!
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Visit us online and see what
we have done for other
seriously injured clients.
Call us and find out what we can do for you.

Lenahan & Dempsey Offices
We maintain offices throughout Northeast, Central
Pennsylvania and The Poconos to serve our clients.
We also offer home, hospital and nursing home
consultations.

Scranton Office:
The Lenahan & Dempsey
Professional Building
116 North Washington Avenue
suite 400
scranton, PA 18503
Phone: (570) 346-2097

New Stroudsburg Office:
The Pocono Mountain Region
616 Main street
stroudsburg, PA 18360
Phone: (570) 421-7190

Wilkes-Barre Office:
The Courthouse square Towers Building
suite 410
216 North River street
Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
Phone: (570) 822-1000

Berwick Office:
106 West Front street
Berwick, PA 18603
Phone: (570) 752-5915

Tunkhannock Office:

1-888-LENAHAN

34 East Tioga street
Tunkhannock, PA 18657
Phone: (570) 836-2122

To visit Lenahan & Dempsey, CLICK HERE.
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